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SWEEAC 
Happy New Year to our wonderful friends and supporters 
in 2018!  We look forward to new opportunities, new    
partnerships and new relationships with the community at 
large.  This year we celebrate 30 years in the community, 
serving those who seek us out for food, clothing and other 
concerns necessary for them to maintain a stable life.  Our 
faith communities look forward to the year as we continue 
to serve, care and love God's people.   

Trudy Willis, Editor 

Rudy Goodwine, Contributing Editor 

 

About Us: 

Mission and Goal 

Southwest Ecumenical Emergency Assistance Center, Inc.  
(SWEEAC) is a partnership of Faith Communities serving,  
caring, and loving God's people.  
 
We assist families in crisis that reside in 30310, 30311, and 
30331 United States Postal ZIP codes as well as families    
referred by our partnering churches. 

       SWEEAC, Inc.                                                                            

was formed in 1988 by the leaders of several churches in the 

Southwest area of Atlanta to address the heavy demands for 

services being received by each church.  

Purpose 

The organization was founded with one goal in mind and that 

was to – Accept the Challenge of Stewardship in Outreach  

Ministry. SWEEAC is empowered to learn about the           

community by talking to the community.  Our objective is to 

provide services in four areas of critical need: 

 Anti-Hunger 

 Children-at-Risk  

 Dress for Success                  

 Unemployment                                                    

A sincere  

THANK YOU   

to some of our 2017 

supporters 

Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority, 

Atlanta Suburban Chapter 

   Troop 290      Troop  367 
Target Store, Edgewood 

Kitchen 



On October 29, 2970, a total of twenty-three 
(23)  Christian friends met at the home of the         
Reverend James and Mrs. Nancy Green moved 
with the idea of establishing a new Baptist 
church in Southwest Atlanta.  On the first  
Sunday in November of that year the Greater 
New Light Missionary Baptist Church held its 
first worship service.  Reverend Green served 
as pastor and there were more than one hun-
dred (100) people in attendance.  Services were 
held at 3462 Delmar Lane.  Twenty-nine (29) 
new people joined the church that day and 
forty (40) young people attended Sunday 
School.  It was a glorious start. 
 
On February 1, 1973, we the church started a 
Bond Program with the intent to relocate to a 
permanent structure.  Over one hundred        
thousand ($1000,000) dollars in bonds were 
sold and we went forward on our  commitment 
to  purchase the church building located at           
2540 Campbellton Road, SW.  This was the 
place we would call home.  Eighteen (18) years 
after purchasing the building with faith and  
determination, under Rev Green’s leadership, 
on Sunday, February 24, 1991, we celebrated 
and gave God the glory as we participated in a 
“Burning of the Mortgage and the Laying of 
the Cornerstone Ceremony.”  
 
For twenty-one (21) years Reverend James L. 

of the Greater New Light Family has never 
been greater.  The  leadership, spiritual      
guidance and   enthusiasm of Pastor Jones is 
serving to maintain and to strengthen our 
fellowship.  Foundational 
members have a renewed 
spirit, and new members are 
arriving with a willingness 
to serve “where ever the 
Holy Spirit sees fit to place 
them.” 
 
We have had our share of ups and downs over 
the years but as a body of baptized believers 
we have learned, like songwriter Thomas A. 
Dorsey when he wrote” The Lord Will Make A 
Way Somehow” (1943).  Note  the first verse:  
“Like a ship that’s toss’d and driven, battered 
by an angry sea.  When the storms of life are 
raging, and the fury falls on me. I wonder what 
I have done, that makes this race so hard to 
run.  Then I say to my soul, take  courage, the 
Lord will make a way somehow.” 
 
God has shown us great favor as a people and 
as a church and it is our prayer that you will 
allow Him to do the same for you.  There is a 
renewed excitement and energy at Greater 
New Light, but don’t just take our word for it, 
stop by and see for yourself. 
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Green served as Under  Shepherd.  He was a 
loving and devoted pastor, showing love and 
concern for all members and friends.               
Following the retirement of Rev. Green, the 
church elected one of it’s sons, the Rev.         
Nathaniel Smiley as it’s new Pastor.  His focus 
on education and the youth helped to       
maintain a family structure and  harmony of 
Greater New Light.  Rev. Smiley continued the 
caring and  progressive leadership of his 
predecessor and faithfully served as        
“Under Shepherd” for ten (10) years. 
 
Rev. Smiley was succeeded by the Rev. Dr. 
Leland L. Jones, Sr. who began his time as   
pastor on July 6, 2003.  Pastor Jones           
continued with the growth and development  
of Greater New Light until his untimely     
deployment with the United States Army. 
 
Moving forward, the church elected the Rev. 
W. Ron Sailor, Jr. as pastor.  Multi-talented 
and as a skilled pulpiteer, he continued with 
the  established work of God’s church for 
God’s  people. 
 
Deployment and military obligation            
completed, Rev, Leland L. Jones, Sr. returned 
to serve as pastor of Greater New Light.  His  
re-election was made official on Monday, July 
28, 2008 and the excitement and anticipation 

such as Poplar Spring. This new church offered 

the opportunity to worship God and learn by 

studying the Bible together on Sundays. 

Working their farms by day and encouraging 

their children to learn by night, these former 

slaves built a faith    community that has     

endured, and that thrives even to this day. 

The current 

church              

campus, located 

at  5555 Old     

Cascade Road 

SW., includes a        

cemetery which 

was the final resting place for church members 

from slavery, the depression, and both world 

wars through today. This sacred plot holds the 

histories of a community and its families. 

Because Poplar Springs was known for its 

education efforts, during the 1930’s the 

church constructed a Rosenwald School with 

matching funds provided by Julius Rosenwald, 

a co-founder of Sears & Roebuck, Inc. This one 

room schoolhouse, still a part of the church 

campus, offered the community’s children a 

chance to learn, functioning as a grade school 

until the 1950s. This school building served as 

a model for the Rosenwald School                

construction, beginning in 1913. 

Because of its emphasis on worship and    

education, Poplar Springs through the years 

has raised up a number of leaders for the 

church including pastors, lay leaders, college 

professors, medical doctors, seminary deans, 

and strong family leaders. 

Poplar Springs takes its name from a spring 

fed stream that flowed along its property line. 

Although its original source has dried up, the 

living water that springs from this community 

of believers still flows. All in need of a drink to 

revive their souls, or warm their hearts can 

find a quiet place in this Christ centered    

worshipping community. Come fill your cup 

until it overflows! 

Rev. Dr. Robert Crawford, the pastor, and the 

congregation of Poplar Springs United      

Methodist Church invite you to, “Come fill your 

cup until it overflows!” 

In 1867, almost one hundred and forty six (146)

years ago, newly freed blacks in Southwest 

Fulton County gathered to start a worshiping 

community in a clearing surrounded by trees 

called a brush arbor. This was a landmark year 

in local African American history as schools, 

colleges and a few churches were established 

for the newly freed slaves. Morehouse began in 

Augusta, Georgia, Atlanta University elected 

its first president and neighbors in the Ben Hill 

community established Poplar Springs      

Methodist Church. 

Just two years after the Civil War ended and 

with reconstruction underway, the northern 

presence was felt throughout Georgia as    

rebuilding started. The top priority for the 

former slaves was the education of their     

children, delivered through and by churches 

G A Z E T T E  

poplar springs united Methodist church…     

GRE ATER  NEW  LIGHT  M IS S IO N ARY  BAP TIS T  CHU RCH . . .  
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Volunteer of the Quarter 

Congratulations,                     

Mrs. Christine 

Thompson 

As a member of 

West Hunter Street 

Baptist church Christine came to us 

excited to help an agency working out 

of her church.  A loyal and committed 

volunteer working over ten years in 

our clothing closets,  Christine can 

also be seen helping out with our food       

program.   

Thank YOU for all that YOU do!                                                             

the help 

Of  so 

many,  

We 

were 

busy in 

2017 

Thanks 

to   

we 

achieved 

So  

much! 



Current Partner 

Churches 
 

 Bethel United Methodist Church 

 Church of the Master Presbyterian (USA) 

 Greater New Light Missionary Baptist Church 

 Greater Turner Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

 Hillside International Chapel and Truth Center 

 Hoosier Memorial United Methodist Church 

 Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 

 Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church 

 Poplar Springs United Methodist Church 

 Radcliffe Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 West Hunter Street Baptist Church  

1040 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30310 

Phone: 404.756.1699 

Fax: 404.753.2094 

Website: www.sweeac.org 

Email: sweeac@bellsouth.net 
 

Impacting Lives, Families, and Communities of 

Southwest Atlanta SWEEAC  

Southwest Ecumenical Emergency Assistance Center  

GREATEST NEEDS 

 Christmas Toys  

 Backpacks and school supplies for Back  

to School  

 Men’s clothing, shoes, and incontinent 

items 

 Financial Assistance 

 

A  sincere  

THANK YOU   

to some of our 

2017                         

supporters 

Mail Recovery 

Community Agencies Serving Together 

Project    
Overcoat 

Mt. Pleasant Baptist 

Lynne Pounds 

of              

Vineyard 

Connections 


